Assignment: 
Describe how you have planned, engaged with and reflected upon an action research project of your choosing. How did this relate to the theory covered in the course and the changing public policy context. How has this work enabled you to reflect upon the provision in your establishment and the extent to which it meets the long term needs of your students? (LO 2, 4 and 5) 
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Course materials are made available on Blackboard. 
anne.chant@canterbury.ac.uk
Anne Chant, Senior Lecturer, Centre for Career & Personal Development

‘Certificate in Supporting and Promoting HE applications’
(Level 7 course)
The aim of the course is to equip advisors with a greater understanding of the issues to be considered when supporting students’ HE applications and how best to deliver Careers Education, Information Advice and Guidance relating to Higher Education, in particular for widening participation cohorts. 

By the end of the Certificate in Supporting and Promoting HE applications participants will be able to:
1. demonstrate specific knowledge of post level 3 progression opportunities, application processes and available support

2. demonstrate a critical knowledge of the needs of widening participation targeted learners and understanding of their IAG needs

3. develop a high level of interpersonal skills and communication techniques such that they can present critical information to students in a logical, inclusive and accessible manner

4. acquire a critical and analytical knowledge of the social, psychological and cultural influences on young people’s choices, how to work with these and other influences to encourage progression for all. 

5. use their own research and that of others to critically evaluate the current support and provision for students’ applications to HE.

Assessment

Students will complete one main assignment at the end of the course. Fifty study hours have been allowed for the completion of this assignment which will be 2400 words. In addition students will submit evidence of work based learning equivalent to 1600 words.  

In summary:

· Written assignment 2400 words (60% of final mark)
· Evidence of work based learning. This is divided into four work based tasks at 400 words each, totalling 1600 word equivalence (10% each of final mark)
This will be a total of 4000 words equivalence.

Work based tasks and final assignment
Work Based Task 1 
Find out, using a range of sources of information, what are the progression routes for learners after level 3 and what are the application processes for each. A brief description of all routes should be recorded along with the sources used. To record your work, write 400 words about how you went about your task, which sources of information you used and any issues or challenges you found. This work should be saved so that you can submit it with your assignment at the end of the course  (LO 1)

Work Based Task 2 
Prepare and deliver a presentation to a group of students about the financing of Higher Education. Information about support for those with disabilities and other difficulties should be included, as should information for those with limited financial support and caring responsibilities. Sources of information on sponsorship, bursaries and other means of support should be clarified. 

This presentation should be observed by an appropriately qualified colleague who will be asked to complete a witness testimony. The testimony sheet is on blackboard. This, along with your session plan should be submitted at the end of the course along with 400 words of reflection from you on the session. (LO 1,3)

Work Based Task 3 
Reflecting upon the second taught day and on your own learning journey, write a brief account of the influences and challenges that have shaped your own career to date. Now that you have learnt about some of the theoretical ideas about decision making and transition, this is your opportunity to think back over your own life and reflect on how you made your decisions. What were the major influences? Can you see any evidence of the theories you've heard and read about in your own life. (LO 4)
Work Based Task 4 
Plan an action research project of your own. Write a brief but critical description of what the focus of the AR will be and how you will conduct it. (LO 5)
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